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A young girl learns about financial goal-setting 
as she does chores and saves coins in a piggy 
bank to buy her first yoyo 
 
• Gorgeous 4/c artwork on 40 pages will have kids 

and adults laughing 
• Fun yoyo tricks referenced throughout  
• Coin identification with pictures 
• A financial planning professional writes for the 

younger crowd 
 
Anna’s	  pal	  Jackson	  dazzles	  her	  with	  his	  bright-‐
green	  yoyo,	  inspiring	  Anna	  to	  buy	  her	  own.	  But	  
how?	  Anna’s	  mother	  encourages	  her	  to	  earn	  the	  
money	  herself,	  providing	  Anna	  with	  an	  heirloom	  piggy	  bank	  for	  saving	  (and	  rattling!)	  her	  
coins.	  Neighbors	  offer	  paying	  chores	  and	  teach	  Anna	  some	  wicked	  tricks	  for	  the	  sparkly	  
purple	  yoyo	  she	  wants	  from	  Mr.	  Jones’s	  store.	  The	  colorful	  illustrations	  capture	  the	  joy	  Anna	  
feels	  earning	  her	  coins,	  learning	  about	  money,	  and	  shaking	  her	  humungous	  piggy	  bank	  as	  she	  
nears	  her	  goal.	  
 
 
Praise for The Yoyo and The Piggy Bank 
 

“I welcome this book and the lessons within—it sweetens the joy of yoyo'ing, as it 
teaches us how to accomplish a goal. It does a marvelous job illustrating this valuable 
lesson." Rae Dawn Chong, actress, writer, producer 

 

“An entertaining look at multiple aspects of financial lessons that kids can easily 
grasp; it’s also a good resource for any organization using financial literacy 
education to ensure a brighter future for all children.”    
 Claudia Hellebush, President & CEO, United Way of Chester County, PA 

“Primary aged children will certainly be entertained by this story as they learn about 
financial responsibility!”         
 Sandra Carey, Master Elementary Teacher, retired 
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About the Author 
Susan Werner Thoresen has educated groups of all ages 
on financial literacy—as a cable TV host, school board 
member, planning consultant and financial adviser.  
 Sue’s dad, Clem Werner, was a lawyer and small-
town banker who gave his kids Iowa corn banks to teach 
them the value of saving coins. She enjoyed the 
mentorship of Else Holmelund Minarik, author of the 
Little Bear books, and received a National Endowment of 
the Humanities fellowship at the University of Iowa. She 
is a graduate of Smith College and Syracuse Unversity, 
MPA.  
 Sue and her husband Bob live in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, and have two children and four grandchildren 
who were born after the third draft of this book! 
 
About the Illustrator 
Keith Eveland has had a lifelong passion for art including illustration, oil painting, watercolor and 
sculpture. Keith’s mother was a landscape and portrait painter. His enthusiasm and creativity can be 
seen in the illustrations in this book. He lives in Rye, New Hampshire, with his partner Trish. He has 
two daughters and three granddaughters. Keith enjoys his retirement from his prior life as a pediatric 
dentist. 
 
 
 
From The Yoyo and the Piggy Bank... 
 

He came down from the porch and 
jumped right into the piles of leaves. 
 
Then Anna jumped. They had leaves 
all over their hair and clothes. They 
both laughed.  
 
“That was an epic jump,” said Anna.  
 
“Let’s do it again!” said Grampa. 
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Interview with author Susan Werner Thoresen (1 of 3 pgs) 
 

PERP:  
What first gave you the idea of writing a book to teach children about 
saving money to reach a goal?  
 

SUSAN THORESEN:  
I had several fourth-grade classes that were playing “the stock market 
game” come to my office to discuss investing. While that game did not 
encourage a long-range perspective, it did introduce investing. The parents 
in attendance all said variations on the same thing: “I wish we’d been 
taught early about money!” I couldn’t think of a book that was out there for 
their children, so I decided to write one.  
 
As a former financial adviser, I know that many people have trouble saving. The Yoyo and the Piggy Bank 
shows children and adults if they identify a goal, they can save to meet it. Goal setting is really the start of 
financial planning. As parents, we know that kids are always asking for things in stores but really have no 
concept of what something costs. Children often want instant gratification, but it is possible to show a child (or 
adult) that you can set a goal and achieve it by breaking it into small tasks, like Anna does in the book. We can 
enjoy the process of helping others and in this case learning about coins as Anna reaches her goal. I wouldn’t 
write on investing per se for younger children, but I wanted to create a story that shows the benefits of saving 
and the excitement of seeing your plans pay off. A number of banks are getting a special edition of the book to 
share with their young customers, which is great! 
 
PERP: 
As an educator and financial advisor, what would you say on the state of financial literacy in the 
United States? How can we improve? 
 

SUSAN THORESEN:  
About ten years ago, a college professor invited me to give a lecture to her senior class on why and how they 
needed to save for retirement when they started work. Of twenty-one people in the class, only two knew what a 
mutual fund was. That was pretty scary! The lack of education on budgeting, debt, investing, retirement saving 
and college saving seems to be pretty high.  
 
If nothing else, we can help children by helping them over their fear of money. Most people are not going to get 
pensions. They need to self-fund their retirement and that requires commitment to paying yourself first. That is 
hard to do. Sometimes people don’t even look at their bank, retirement or brokerage statements. Maybe they are 
afraid to know or ask. Teach your children to look after themselves. 
 
PERP: 
Why yoyos? 
 

SUSAN THORESEN:   
I wanted a universal, fun toy that appealed to boys, girls, parents and grandparents—and that was not expensive. 
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Interview with author Susan Werner Thoresen (2 of 3 pgs) 
 
PERP: 
In reading the story about the young girl, Anna, and her quest to buy her 
own yoyo, I was reminded of the study about delayed gratification and 
marshmallows—children were in a room alone and were told if they could 
wait and not eat the marshmallow in front of them that they’d get two 
marshmallows later. The study highlighted the need to help children 
practice goal-setting, in essence delaying their gratification purposefully. 
How do you see a parent using this book to help teach the lesson of 
working over time to reach a goal? 
 

SUSAN THORESEN: 
Many adults can’t wait either! Temptations to spend are everywhere. 
Children learn by watching the adults around them, so modeling is crucial. If you carry a slip of paper with you 
for a week and write down how you spent your money, what did you learn? Talk about that with your kids. If 
you can identify a goal you really want, like Anna did, you can come up with a plan to get there. The book can 
help to introduce these concepts in a fun way. 
 
PERP: 
I loved the way you link generations by introducing the heirloom piggy bank (where do I get one like that 
anyway? Love it!) It seemed like a way of introducing saving for goals as a tradition or “family value.”  
 

SUSAN THORESEN: 
There are some pretty big piggy banks in toy stores, but maybe not as cute as Keith’s illustration. For 
elementary school age kids, I think this book is a good start as you can have some good conversations about 
goals and saving money. My kids got Iowa corn banks.   
 
Instead of just giving money to kids, it’s good to give them responsibility for money. For example, parents can 
have a “spending policy” when kids earn or receive money as a gift. The policy might be that half the money 
gets saved and half is allocated to buy something special. Let older kids who have earned income contribute to 
their own education savings or retirement account. This creates an incentive to save, and lets them know that 
parents also have limited resources that the children can help maximize.  
 
PERP: 
Your artist, Keith Eveland, brought a real sense of joy to story. I loved his details. Are there story elements you 
worked on together?  
 

SUSAN THORESEN: 
Keith has illustrated adult audience articles for me since 1998, but this is our first children’s book.  Keith did 
some initial illustrations in 2008.  As I laid out the book in landscape, we realized many additional illustrations 
were needed so there was at least one illustration on a two-page spread.  I suggested an illustration with Mr. 
Clemens paying Jackson and Anna.  Due to his drawing with Grampa, I added a few more donuts in the text! 
We tried several options on illustrating coins. We reviewed the color drafts together. Keith has amazing talent in 
taking the story and capturing it in illustrations. His humor shines through when you see the dog using a yoyo! 
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Interview with author Susan Werner Thoresen (3 of 3 pgs) 
 
PERP: 
What did you learn about story telling through your work with Little Bear author Else Holmelund Minarik? 
 

SUSAN THORESEN: 
Without knowing Elsa, I would not have written this book. I have written many articles for adults and given 
some enrichment programs for fourth graders, but never written an article for children. Elsa taught me to read 
the story out loud as it was developing. I didn’t do that for adults. She sometimes spent fifteen minutes asking 
questions and discussing one paragraph. She mentored me through five drafts. I think that she’s smiling and 
proud that I finally got this finished! 
 
PERP: 
Some of these skills with money—like figuring out sums or counting sets—seem very advanced, yet we know 
children can do it. Figuring out how many quarters make two dollars is like figuring out how many sets of 25 
make 200—basically pre-algebra. Why do you think playing with coins helps to relieve the anxiety kids 
sometimes have over learning math? 
 

SUSAN THORESEN: 
I think this book shows that coins are actually interesting if you look at them. If they have a specific goal like 
getting a yoyo, they are going to be interested in how much it costs and what coins are needed to reach that goal. 
I didn’t start out writing this book to focus on learning about coins, but rather to focus on the good value of 
earning something yourself and the satisfaction you get from reaching that goal.   
 
PERP: 
You showed Anna being helped in her goals by her own gumption, but also through support of her family and 
community. Is that kind of support an essential part of all financial planning? How do we get or give that? 
 

SUSAN THORESEN: 
Most people benefit from support of family and community. That could be a person like a coach or a parent or 
foster parent or grandparent or a teacher. It is amazing what one person who takes an interest in helping 
someone can do.  

 

 
As adults, we should remember that teaching 
children about money is one of the most 
important life skills they’re ever going to 
learn! 


